Mile. Bouvet was obliged to make this promise, al-
though she did so with the greatest reluctance, as
Eugenie well knew; and this bound them together
more closely than ever.

Eugenie left Saint Cloud accompanied by her
equerry, Marquis de la Grange, Mile. Bouvet and
Major Dupre, orderly officer to the Emperor.

Her first visit was to the Beaujon hospital, to the
wards occupied by the cholera patients. She tar-
ried at their bedsides, talked with them one by one,
and tried to comfort and encourage them by word
and manner. Her conduct was much praised then
and since, but the Empress never felt that she had
done anything more than her plain duty.

From the Beaujon hospital Eugenie went to the
Tuileries for lunch and afterwards visited the Lari'
boisiere and Saint Antoine hospitals.

A pathetic scene took place during the visit to the
Beaujon hospital which the Emperor used to love
to relate, and so I may be excused, perhaps, for giv-
ing it here in his own words. "The Empress," he
wrote to a friend, " approaching the bedside of a
dying man, bent over him, took his hand in hers
and uttered a few words of comfort. The man
kissed the hand which held his own, saying,' Thank
you, Sister.' 'You are mistaken, my friend,' said
the nun who was conducting the Empress through
the wards, 'I did not speak to you, it was our good
Empress.' 'Nay, do not correct him, Sister,' an-
swered the Empress; 'he could not give me a nobler
title than that of Sister.' "

At the Saint Antoine hospital, the doctor who pre-
ceded Eugenie opened, by mistake, a door leading
into the ward where the small-pox patients were
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